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Sir: 

This is a request for a continued examination under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 14 of the above 
identified application. 
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2. X A Preliminary Amendment/REsponse is enclosed. 
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Preliminary Aniendent/Response in Application 

In response to the Examiner's office action dated December 5, 2001 and the Advisory 
Action dated May 1, 2002, Applicants present the following amendment and arguments in this 
preliminary response to the outstanding Examiner's rejection. The claims in the application are 
claims 1-22; original claims 1-21 remain pending in this application and are not amended in this 
response. Claim 22 is new. 



It is respectfully submitted that the Examiner's rejection of the present application, which 
is based upon the Examiner "cherry-picking" the elements of Applicants' invention in hindsight 
from a disclosure in the "Background of the invention" section of a cited patent reference taken 
without reference to any other supporting disclosure is insufficient for purposes of rejecting the 
present invention. Applicants therefore respectfully request the Examiner to withdraw the 
pending rejection and allow the instant application. 



In the Claims: 



New claim 22 is presented here. Claims 1-22 are now pending in the present application. 
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